Clifton 2024 – a commemoration of the fallen of both sides, Wednesday, 18th December
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· Meet at 10:30 for welcome and briefing at Abbott Lodge Farm, Clifton, CA10 2HD – a café with a difference at the Southern end of the battle and close to the site where the Hanoverian cavalry gathered prior to the events of 18th December 1745.
· Drive to Brougham Hall, the Northern end of the battle, and recce the ground from the terrace, site of the commemoration stone from the visit of HRH The Duke of Gloucester on 24th July 2003.
· Return to Clifton village, park at church.
· Visit to Clifton Hall pele tower and St. Cuthbert’s Church.
· Lay wreath of red roses at the graves of the Hanoverian dead*
· St. Cuthbert’s Parish Register records- The ‘19th of December 1745, Ten Dragoons, to wit, six of Bland’s, three of Cobham’s, and one of Mark Kerr’s Regiment buried, who was killed ye evening before ye Rebells in ye skirmish between ye Duke of Cumberland’s army and them at ye end of Clifton Moor next ye Town. Robert Akins, a private Dragoon of General Bland’s Regiment, Buried ye 8th Day of Janry, 1745[6].” Bland’s were the 3rd Dragoons, Cobham’s the 10th and Kerr’s the 11th Dragoons. The Jacobite Count of 5 dead is from the account of a volunteer surgeon published in the Newcastle Courant of 4 January 1746. 
· [image: A close-up of a painting

Description automatically generated]
· Walk up to Scalebars Hill, the heart of the action, ground and weather conditions permitting.
· Lay wreath of white roses at the Jacobite Oak*
· (We do not know the identities of the fallen of The Prince’s Army.)
· Look across to Townhead House, where the Duke of Cumberland spent the night after the battle.
· Adjourn for a late lunch to the Greyhound pub in Shap, built in 1680, so highly likely to have been used by the Highland Army on 16th to 18th December on the journey Northwards.
· 
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· 2024 has seen us look closely at James Stewart, Seumas a’ Ghlinne, an officer in the Appin Stewart Regiment, one of the four regiments of the Prince’s Army who fought such a successful rearguard action at Clifton under command of Lord George Murray. James did not head into England with his regiment; this was not required of the paymaster – had he come South, it is likely he would have been present at Clifton,,,,
*A short service of prayers and tribute to the fallen led by Rev’d Canon Dr Bob Harley, Honorary Vice-Chairman of the Association.
Clearly the conditions on the day in mid-December will be a governing factor, but Plan B will be for the wreaths to be laid whatever the weather and as much of the rest of the day’s events as possible – we will keep calm and carry on!
We are assured of a warm welcome at all the venues, and who knows, we may even sing a Christmas carol ….. O come all ye faithful would be apt.
There will be a small covering charge of £10 per head towards expenses such as fresh ground morning coffee and traybakes and a donation to St. Cuthbert’s church – the focus of Plan B should it prove necessary.
The meal at Shap will be on a pay-as-you-go basis and accommodation is available at The Greyhound – please telephone the hotel direct on 01931 716718 and mention that you are part of the 1745 Association – you will be given a 15% discount, so prices start with a standard double room at £51 per night including breakfast.
Please let me know numbers by 4th December, by telephone, text or email.
0770 222 5556 or i.wear@btinternet.com or mallerstang99@gmail.com
Looking forward very much to welcoming you to what is intended to become an annual commemoration of the last battle fought on English soil and the heroism shown by those who fought in the moonlight 279 years ago.
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